
Rear Window
Film Study 1 – Ms. Jones



Film Details: 

• Year: 1954

• Directed by: Alfred Hitchcock

• Starring: James Stewart

Grace Kelly

Raymond Burr

• Awards: 4 Nominations

– Best Director

– Best Screenplay

– Best Cinematography – Color

– Best Sound Recording

https://youtu.be/A3w-guf2G-M


Film Synopsis:
Photagrapher L.B. "Jeff" Jeffries is confined to his small apartment with a broken leg. To 

pass the time, he watches the goings-on of his motley assortment of neighbors - a 

frustrated yet fun-loving composer, a middle-aged couple with a small dog, a dancer 

who seems to enjoy practicing her routines while scantily clad, a pair of reclusive 

newlyweds, a lonely woman who seems to live in a fantasy world, and a salesman and 

his invalid wife. One day the wife inexplicably disappears, and the salesman starts 

doing things that lead Jeff to suspect that he may have murdered her. Unfortunately, he 

has no proof and no one seems to believe him. Eventually, however, things start falling 

together in a way that make it look like Jeff might just be right after all. Finally, his 

girlfriend Lisa and his nurse Stella come up with a plan to catch the killer red-handed. 

But doing so could put all of their lives in danger.



Fun Facts: 

• The entire picture was shot on one set, which required months of planning and 
construction. The apartment-courtyard set measured 98 feet wide, 185 feet long 
and 40 feet high, and consisted of 31 apartments, eight of which were completely 
furnished. The courtyard was set 20 to 30 feet below stage level, and some of the 
buildings were the equivalent of five or six stories high. 

• All of the sound in the film is diegetic, meaning that all the music, speech and 
other sounds all come from within the world of the film [with the exception of 
non-diegetic orchestral music heard in the first three shots of the film].

• Alfred Hitchcock deliberately shot most of the setups so they would appear 
voyeuristic.

• Director cameo: Alfred Hitchcock, is seen about a half hour into the film (Hint: in 
the songwriter's apartment).



End of Film


